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THE 

EXPEDIENCY 

OF     SE.CURING     OUR 

American  Colonies,  ^c 


PROVIDENCE  having  favoured 
the  Britjh  arms  with  furprifing  fuc- 
;  -  cefs,  in  the  profecuiion  of  the  late 
war,  our  enemies  have  been  obliged  to  a- 
batcof  their  ufual  hanghcinefs,  and  to  ac- 
cept of  reafonable  terms  of  peace.  Not 
to  mention  our  advantages  by  this  peace 
in  the  Eajl  Indies  and  Africa^  an  addition 
is  made  to  our  American  territories  of  a- 
bout  500,000  fquare  miles,  v/hich  we  ei- 
ther did  not  pretend  right  to  before,  or 
had  not  in  fojjeffion.  This  vaft  acquifition, 
above  four  times  larger  than  all  the  lands 
oi  Britain  .-nd  Ireland^  is,  moit  part  of  it, 
very  fertile  and  valuable  of  itfelf,  and  all 
A  2  of 
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of  it  very  convenient,  along  with  the  other 
plantations,  to  Britain.  For  hereby  our 
dominions  in  that  continent  are  clofely  u- 
rited  ;  fo  precirel}^ determined,  that  there 
can  be  no  ambiguity  nor  difpute  hereafter 
about  the  limits ;  have  no  neighbours  from 
\vhom  danger  can  be  apprehended,  but  u- 
pon  one  fide  only  ;  and  are  of  as  large  ex- 
tent as  Britain  can  be  fuppoied  ever  to 
iiave  occafion  for,  or  as  may  be  thought 
proper  for  the  mother- country  to  have  in 
any  feparate  continent,  and  fo  remote. 

Our  Rivals,  no  doubt,  will  look  with 
regret,  and  with  a  wifliful  eye  upon  the  fine 
extenfive  country  they  have  been  obliged 
to  cede,  and  may,  in  fome  future  period, 
agreeable  to  their  iifual  temper  and  prac- 
tice, attempt  to  annoy  and  difturb  us  in 
that  quarter,  if  they  fhallhave,  or  imagine 
they  have,  any  probability  of  retrieving, 
were  it  but  in  part  their  late  great  and  ga- 
ting lolTcs. 

The  objed  they  had  in  view,  according 
to  H  plan  concerted  long  before  the  laft 
war  commenced,  was  no  lefs  than  the 
command  of  the  whole  continent  of  iVi?r//??- 

America- 
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America.  With  this  view,  were  all  their 
encroachments  upon  our  fettlements,  begun 
many  years  ago,  but  carried  on  chiefly  af- 
ter figning  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  chapelle ;. 
great  numbers  of  their  troops,  with  large 
quantities  of  military  ftores,  clandeftinely 
fent  to  their  plantations ;  the  Indians  de- 
bauched and  fpirited  up  to  the  moll  fliock- 
ing,  inftances  of  barbarous  cruelty  againft 
our  Planters ;  and  their  intended  chain  of 
forts,  from  Canada  to  Louijiana,  not  only 
begun,  but  confiderably  advanced. 

But  Heaven  fupporting  our  juft  caufe, 
and  making  our  arms  remarkably  viclorious 
both  by  fea  and  land,  our  infidious  enemies, 
like  the  dog  with  the  piece  of  flefh  in  the 
fable,  have  not  only  been  entirely  fruftra- 
ted  of  this  their  defign,  but  obliged  to  re- 
lihquifli  all  their  former  encroachments, 
and  cede  to  us  all  Canada^  with  whatever 
elfe  they  pofTelTed  oi -North  America  to  the 
river  MiJJiftppi. 

Thus  have  the  French^  to  their  great 
mortification,  been  difappointed  of  a  defign 
they  feem'd  to  have  had  much  at  heart)  by 
the  accoiliplifliment  of  which,  they  would, 
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in  all  probability,  not  only  have  had  Eri^ 
iain  at  their  mercy  within  a  few  years,  but 
been  capable  to  give  law  to  Europe. 

Their,  pallion  for  univerfal  empire  ha- 
ving been  thus  frullrate,  and  their  deep 
concerted  fcheme  of  American  dominion 
rendered  abortive,  they  will,  no  doubt,  be 
filled  with  revenge,  and  with  a  ftrong  de- 
fire  to  recover  the  power  they  have  loft,, 
and  the  territory  they  have  been  forced  ta 
cede.  Thefe  and  other  confiderations  give, 
us  great  reafon  to  cxpecfl,  that  a  Nation,, 
whofe  humour  is  conftitutionally  ambitious 
and  relllefs,  and  which  keeps  no  treaty 
longer  than  they  think  it  their  intereft  ta 
break  it,  will,  by  their  natural  fubtlety,  e- 
vade  the  late  treaty  alfo,  whenever  a  pro- 
mlfing  view  of  advantage  (hall  offer.  An- 
attempt  of  this  kind,  if  compared  with  ma- 
Eiy  fimif-ar  inftances  of  their  condudt,  botb 
m  former  and  later  times,  need  give  us  no 
fiirprife.  Bat  the  probability  of  fuch  e- 
veD.r>  ought  to  make  us  ufe  all  neceflliry 
pfecaution  for  our  own  fecuriry,  efpecially 
where  it  may  feem  moft  in  their  power  to 
;^anoy  or  injure  us. 

Whether 
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Whether  the  French  in  Canada  will 
continue  there  or  not,— time  will  difcover. 
It  feems  moft  probable  indeed,  that  natio- 
nal and  natural  relation;  the  fame  Religion, 
Language,  Cuftoms,  and  Manners  5  the  en- 
gaging views  of  fuperior  wealth,  and  a 
much  more  agreeable  life  in  Louijiana^  a 
place  incomparably  more  fertile  and  plea- 
fant  than  the  other  ;  will  occafion  a  general 
Emigration  of  ihdc  Canadians '^  to  whom, 
no  queftion,  encouraging  offers  wijl  be 
made  by  their  old  matters,  in  order  to  fueh 
a  removah 

But  though,  for  the  reafons  mentioned, 
the  moji  part  of  them  fhould  remove  with- 
in the  (lipnlated  time,  yet  it  Is  probable 
fome  of  them  will  continue.  The  Proteft- 
ant  Religion  will  be  a  motive  to  retain 
thofe  of  that  perfuafion.  The  greater  fecu- 
rify  of  their  whole  rights  and  properties, 
under  tlie  mild  equitable  Brh'ijh  Govern- 
ment, than  under  the  arbitrary  power  of 
France,  may  pofTibly  prevail  with  others 
alfo,  to  continue  in  their  natural  Climate 
and  place  of  Nativity,  in  the  full  enjoy- 
mcnt  of  their  eftates  and  efFeas.     Such  of 

them 
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as. may  chufe  to  do  fo,  ought  to  be  dif- 
crcetly  ufed.  For  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
thefe  new  fubjeds,  under  the  cherifhing 
wings  of  Britijb  protedion.  and  liber- 
ty, will,  before  many  years,  by  civil  ufage 
and  prudent  management,  entirely  incorpo- 
rate with  their  fellow-fubjeds,  without  dif- 
tindion  of  Nation,  Language,  or  Rehgion, 
as  was  the  cafe  of  ,<he  Dutch  in  lS!ew  Torh 
Particular  care,  however,  fliould  be  taken, 
to  prevent,  by  itrid:  penal  laws,  any  of 
thefe  French  from  removing,  after  the 
time  allowed  them  by  treaty  Ihall  have 
elapfed. 

But  though  the  greater  part  of  them, 
or  even  the  who|e,  Ihould  continue  in  Ca- 
nada^ there  is  little  reafon  to  apprehend 
danger  from  that  quarter.  Our  military 
eftablilhment  in.  that  country,  would  ren- 
der any  attempt  in  them  to'  raife  diilurb- 
ance,  folly -^  and  madnefs. 
But  to  fecure  our  Colonies  on  the  weft- 

"fide,  Teems  to  merit  our  ferious  attention. 

^There  the  French.^    our  conftant  Rivals  and 
nioft  violent  Enemies,  are  omnext  neighbours. 

^Intpreft,    and.  many  political  motives,  can- 
"  not 
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not  faU  to  make  them,  who  abound  in 
numbers  of  people,  carefi:!  ro  fettle  Lcuifi- 
ana^  the  only  Colony  they  now  have  in 
that  continent,  in  as  fpecdy  and  effectual  a 
way  as  poffible.  In  doing  this,  they  cer- 
tainly will,  agreeable  to  their  eonftant 
praflice,  ered  forts  wherever  thought  ne- 
ceffi^ry,  efpecially  upon  the  MiJJifippi,  in  or* 
der  ro  fecure  the  Country,  and  favour  their 
future  defigns.  If,  jwhen  they  Ihall  have 
done,  fo,  the  Ccwintry  upon  our  fide  of  that 
river  (hall  feave  been  negleded,  or -but  thin- 
ly peopled, — no  Fort  above  the  river  Ibsr-^ 

vil/e^^ and   perhaps   no   Britijh   Family 

for  fevcral  leagues  fouUi  of  the  Forks  of  tha 
Miffifippi'.  It  is  not  to  be  expefted,  they 
will  confine  thenifelves  within  their  owa 
limits,  and  not  fcruple  to  crofs  the  Miffifip^: 
pi  with  their  ufual  encroachments,  contra- 
ry to  the  late  treaty,  more  than  they  did 
formerly  to  erofs  5/  Laurence,  in  manifeft 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  It  is 
very  natural  to  expect,  that,  in  this  cafe, 
they,    in     con ju nation    with   the    Indians, 

whom 
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whom  we  found  to  Our  coft  they  are  very 
dexterous  at  corrupting,  would  by  no 
means  let  flip  what  they  might  look  upon 
as  an  opportunity  of  encroaching  a-new 
upon  our  territories,  and  would  renew 
their  former  fcenes  of  cruelty  upon  fuch  of 
our  people  as  might  be  expofed  to  their  re- 
venge. 

Thus,  if  the  French  Ihould  be  before- 
hand with  us  (as  they  flill  endeavour  to 
be,  and  often  are)  and,  by  putting  Loui- 
ftana  in  a  refpedtable  condition,  be  capa- 
ble to  play  their  old  game  over  again, 
numbers  of  our  innocent  Planters  would 
lofe,  in  a  few  days,  what  they  might  have 
gairhed  by  labour  and  induftry  in  feveral 
years  ;  whole  Families  of  our  people  ei- 
ther barbaroufly  murdered  in  cold  blood, 
or  driven  from  their  habitations  ;  ouu 
Colonies  thrown  into  confufion  ;  and  the 
Nation  put  to  the  unavoidable  expence 
and  calamities  of  a  new  war. 

But  that  any  fuch  opportunity  may, 
as  much  as  pofFible,  be  prevented  in  all 
time  coming,  we  may  be  confident,   thac 

His 


His  Majefty,  whole  paternal  aiFe<flion  for 
his  people  is  moft  confpicuous,  and  who, 
by  the  adiftancc  of  an  able  Miniftry,  hath 
happily  brought  about  an  honourable  and 
advantageous  Peace,  will,  in  his  royal  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs,  ufe  the  moft  proper 
means  for  improving  it  in  fuch  a  way, 
that  all  his  Subjedts  may  avail  themfelves 
of  it,  in  the  moft  fpeedy,  general,  and 
effedlual  manner. 

In  order  to  the  effedual  improvment 
of  our  Dominions  in  that  Continent,  three 
things  feem  to  fall  naturally  under  con- 
fideration.  i.  What  part  of  our  new  ac- 
quifition  there,  it  might  be  moft  proper 
to  add  to  our  former  Colonies,  and  what 
parts  of  it  to  form  into  new  Colonics, 
one  or  more.  2.  Settling  what  parts  firft 
and  chiefly,  would  contribute  moft  to  the 
fecurity  and  advantage  of  the  whole.  3. 
By  what  ways  this  might  be  efl^edied  moft 
fpeedily,  and  to  the  beft  purpofe. 

Upon  thefe  Queftions,  a  few  plain  fim- 
ple  thoughts  are  here  humbly  offered  j 
written,  defignedly,  without  art  or  or- 
nament, purely  for  amufement,  and  as  they 

occurred 
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occurred  to  the  Writer,  upon  reading-  the 
articles  of  the  late  peace.  He  afterwards 
made  fome  additions  to  his  notes,  upon 
reading  a  Hitlory  of  Louijiana  lately  pub- 
lifhed,  and  the  accounts  of  the  Indian  in- 
furredions-  Any  Maps  he  had  occafion 
to  fee  of  that  Country,  are  finall  and  in- 
corred,  which  is  the  reafon  why  fo  little 
is  faid  upon  the  firft  Queftion,  and  in  fuch 
general  terms.  Hoping  the  honcfty  of 
his  intentions  wrill  atone  for  his  deficien- 
cies and  inaccuracies,  he  Ihall  reckon  his 
pains,  in  writing  this  fmall  Eflay,  very 
well  beftowed,  if  it  ihall  be  a  mean  to 
caufe  any  perfon  of  ability,  and  know- 
ledge in  thefe  matters,  and  accquainted 
with  that  Country,  to  favour  the  Publick 
with  his  thoughts  upon  this  Subje(fl,  and 
propofe  a  pradicable  fchcme  in  order  to 
fo  ufeful  an  end. 

As  to  the  firji  Queftion  :— In  order  to 
determine  what  may  be  the  moft  conve- 
nient Partition  or  Divifion  of  that  Coun- 
try into  Colonies, — not  only  a  general 
but  a  particular  knowledge  of  the  Situa- 
tion, Cliraat.e,  Soil,  Mountains,  Rivers,  t^e 

of 
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of  the  feveral  parts  of  it  is  requifite.  And 
if  the  Plan  of  a  certain  worthy  Nobleman 
lately  in  the  Adniiniflration,  relating  to 
this  very  thing,  fhall  be  executed,  as,  con- 
fidering  its  great  ufefulnefs  to  the  pub- 
lick,  there  is  reafon  to  expect  it  fhall  ; 
this  will  give  proper  light  into  an  affair 
of  fuch  importance  and  national  con- 
cern. 

Something  intended  to  have  been 
offered  upon  this  Head,  being  prevented 
by  the  divifion  of  Florida  into  Eaji  and 
JVeJl^  only  two  things  fhall  be  here  propo- 
fcd- 

I.  That  Virginia,  Maryland ^  and  Pen- 
fyhania^  be  terminated  by  a  Bound  to  be 
fixed  thus: — From  Lake  Errie^  up  the 
river  Miamis  to  the  Carrying-place,  from 
thence  down  the  river  fVahack  to  where 
it  runs  into  the  Ohio^  and  from  thence 
down  the  Ohio  to  the  Forks  of  the  Miffiftp- 
pi.  This  would  leave  the  Colonies  to  the 
north-eafl  of  Carolina^  pretty  equal  length 
from  the  fea  to  the  north-weft  j  and  feems 
a  more  juft  and  proper  Limit  on  that  fide, 
than  either  the  Apalachian  mountains  or 
B  the 
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the  Ohio  in   its   whole    courfe.     A   Bound 
from  Lake  Errie  to  the  Forks^   drawn  this 
or  fome  other  way,  as   the  nature   of   the 
Country  fliall  be  found   moft  convenient- 
ly to  anfwer,    feems  neceflary.     For,   fup- 
pofing  any    of  thefe  Colonies    to   extend 
rhat   way,    without    any    Bound,    to    the 
South-Sea,   is  ridiculous   and  abfurd,   and 
would  entirely  prevent  fettling  the  Coun. 
try   upon   the  Obio^  either   fo  foon   or  fo 
cff^fclually,  as   the    fafety,   peace  and  pro- 
fpsrity  of  that  whole  Country,  abfolutcly 
require-.     Therefore, 

2.  That  the  Country  betwixt  the  Mif- 
Jijippi  2Lt\d  the  frefli- water  Lakes,  extend- 
ing north -weft  from  this  propofed  bound, 
be  formed  into  a  new  Colony,  which 
might  be  called  Charlotina,  in  ho- 
nour of  Her  Majefty,  our  prefent  moft 
excellent  Queen. 

As  to  ihc  fecond  Queftion :— From  all 
obfervations  we  can  make,  and  the  ac- 
counts we  have  of  that  country,  we  ought 
principally,  and  as  foon  as  polfible,  to 
fix  Settlements  in  fuch  particular  places 
of  the    country  adjoining    the   Mijjjippiy 

as 
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as  fhall  appear,  upon  the  above  mention- 
ed Survey,  to  be  mod  convenient.  A 
Settlement  and  Fort  at  Rofdie  feems  ne- 
ceffciry.  But  in  how  many,  and  in  what 
other  particular  places  from  thence  to  the 
river  OhiOy  mult  be  detcrniined  upon  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  country,  or 
as  the  Colonics  fhall  find  occafion. 

But  of  all  North- America,  the  place  o£ 
moft  importance  to  Britain^  and  where  a 
new  Colony  is  moft  requifite,  is  at  the 
Forks  of  the  MiJJiJippi-  The  Expediency^, 
yea  Necejfity  of  this,  both  in  refpedt  of  Se- 
curity and  Inierejl,  appears  with  fuch  force 
of  evidence,  even  upon  looking  to  a  map 
of  that  country,  that  it  may  feem  quite 
fuperfluous  to  enumerate  or  enlarge  upon 
the  many  reafons  that  might  be  given^ 
for  it.  Moft  of  tlie  principal  rivers  of 
that  extenfive  country,  navigable  tor  ma- 
ny hundred  miles,  Eaft,  Weft,  North  and 
South,  meet  in  this  place  as  the  centre. 
Hither  the  ftaple  Commodities  of  the  in- 
habitants, whether  Colonifts  or  Indians, 
and  the  merchandife  of  the  whole  coun- 
try for  near  a  thoufand  miles  all  around, 

and. 
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and  in  fome  places  much  farther,  might  be 
convey'd  with  more  eafe  and  conveni- 
ence, than  to  any  other  fpor  of  our  Do- 
minions in  that  quarter  of  the  World. 
Befides,  as  the  Country  for  about  8  or 
900  miles  fouth,  and  feveral  hundred 
Tiiiles  north,  upon  the  JVUffi/ippi,  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  moft  fertile  and 
healthful  of  any  in  Norih- /America.,  a  town 
at  or  nigh  the  Forks^  would  be  the  com- 
mon Emporium  'of  the  produce  and  riches 
of  that  vaft  Continent:  And  a  Colony 
extending  from  that  place  along  the  north - 
weft  of  the  Ohio^  might  be  expetfted  re- 
markably to  increafe  and  flourifh. 

In  fhort, — a  Colony  fixed  in  this  place, 
with  fuitable  encouragement,  would  give 
us  the  entire  command  of  that  Continent ; 
fecure  to  us  the  trade  with  the  Indians: 
be  an  effeclual  Barrier  for  the  defence, 
fecurity  and  quiet  of  all  our  Colonies  ; 
check  the  natives  ;  prevent  the  French 
from  having  accefs  to  and  corrupting 
them  }  and  render  any  attempt  in  after- 
times,  from  either  or  both  of  them, 
vain  and  ineiFedual. 

Fatheb. 
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Father  Hennepin^  a  French  JcTuite, 
who,  about  80  years  ago,  traverftd  and 
accurately  furvey'd  this  Country,  expref- 
ly  fays,  that  whatever  na.ioii  lliould  fe- 
cure  the  country  on  the  Ohio,  by  a  chain 
of  Fort  from  the  Lakes  to  the  MfJJifippi^ 
might  command  all  North-America.  E- 
very  body  knows,  of  how  great  import- 
ance to  their  ufurping  fchenie,  his  coun- 
trymen lookM  upon  this  hint  ;  what  ex- 
traordinary pains  and  diligence  they  were 
at  for  a  great  many  years,  to  poiTcfs  and 
fecure  this  very  country  j  and  how  much- 
labour,  blood  and  treafure  it  coft  this  Na- 
tion, todefeat  and  overturn  the  fmall  part 
of  their  plan  they  had  executed.  So  very 
much  were  they  taken  with  this  their  fa- 
vourite fcheme,  as  conducive  to  fome  va- 
luable prize  their  ambition  had  fixed  upon, 
that  they  expended  feveral  millions  of 
treafure,  and  the  lives  of  many  ihoufands 
of  their  people,  in  the  courfe  of  a  feven 
years  war,  to  accomplifh  it.  This  they 
neither  would  nor  did  fall  from,  nor  con- 
fenc  to  relinquifli  their  encroachments, 
B  3.  till. 
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till  reduced  to  the  lowed   ftate   of  dillrefs 

— beaten  in  all  quarters  of  the  world, 

their  Fleets  deftroyed,^ — —their  trade  and 
credit  funk  ;  they  were  upon  the  very 
brink  of  national  ruin,  and  incapable  any 
longer   to  avoid  impending  deftrudion. 

What,  therefore,  our  vigilant  enter- 
prifing  Rivals  {fas  ejl  et  ah  hcjle  doceri) 
found  a  very  promifing  means  for  ob- 
taining fo  great  a  prize,  and  laboured  with 
affiduity  and  perfeverance  to  make  good, 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  they  might 
rationally  expeA  from  us,  of  whofe  jull: 
Rights  the  execution  of  this  their  darling 
plan  was  a  moil  manifefl  Invafion  ;  let  not 
us  neglecfl  nor  delay  to  execute,  while  we 
can  do  it  without  oppofition  ;  and  there- 
by fccure  to  ourfelves  the  full  and  un- 
diflurbed  polTcilion  of  our  own  indifput- 
able  property,  that  is  of  fo  great  import- 
ance and  value :  Which  if  we  had  done 
about  12  or  14  years  ago,  when  the  de- 
fignsofour  Enemies  were  by  that  time 
pretty  evident,  the  late  bloody  war,  in 
all  probability,  might  have  been  prevented, 

and 
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and  our  national  debt  between  forty  and 
fifty  millions  Sterling  lefs  than  it  now   is. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  mention  all  the 
advantages,  obvious  to  every  one,  that 
would  accrue  to  us/ and  to  our  whole  A- 
merican  Dominions,  from  the  propofed 
fe^rlements.  Befides  thcfe  already  hinted, 
others  will  appear  from  comparing  the 
country  in  general  with  our  prefent  Colo- 
nies, and  obferving  its  vaft  fuperiority  in 
extent,  properties  and  produdions. 

A  Colony  is  profitable,  according  as  its 
land  is  fo  good,  that,  by  a  part  of  the  la- 
bour of  the  inhabitants  beftowed  on  its 
cultivation,  it  yields  the  nectflaries  of  life 
fufficient  for  their  fuflenance;  and  by  the 
refl:  of  their  labour,  produces  fiaple  com- 
modities in  fuch  quantity  and  of  fuch  value, 
as  bring  from  the  Mother-country,  in  the 
way  of  commerce  and  traffick,  all  manufac- 
tures neceffkry  for  the  proper  accomoda- 
tion of  the  Colonirts,  and  for  the  gradual 
and  more  extenfive  improvement  of  the  Co- 
lony, as  the  number  of  people  increafes. 

So  that  Fruitfulnefs  of  Land  is  the  princi- 
pal property  of  a  Colony,  and  that  wherein 

its 
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itsufffulners  chiefly  confi (Is:  Bccaufe  (Mms 
are  fuppoicd  to  be  out  of  the^ueftion  here) 
in  proportion  co  the  quantity  of  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  with  the  number  and  value  of 
ftaple  commodities  that  it  produces,  will 
be  the  number  of  people  encouraged  to  go 
to  it ;  the  cheapnefs  of  labour ;  the  fmall 
lliare  of  it  needful  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  inhabitants ;  and,  confequently,  the 
more  of  it  beftowed  on  ilaple  commodi- 
ties. 

If,  befidcs  fertility  of  foil,   it  hath  alfo  a 

healthful  Climate  and  extenf^ve  Bounds^ • 

of  fo  much  greater  value  mult  it  be  ac- 
counted, and  merits  proportionably  greater 
care  and  encouragement  from  the  Mother- 
country.  A  Colony  having  thefe  proper- 
ties, if  duly  fupporicd  in  its  infant  ftatCj- 
muft  foon  iiourifh  and  become  itrong  y  and 
will,  like  a  dutiful  child,  return  manifold 
the  favours  of  the  kindly  parent,  to  the 
great  convenience  and  advantage  of  both. 

But  a  Colony,  whofe  inhabitants  are  ob- 
liged, from  the  barrennefs  of  the  country, 

the 
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the  length  and  coldnefs  of  the  winters,  or 
'whatever  othercaufe,  to  beftow  ail  or  mod 
of  their  labour  on  having  the  necelTaries  of 
life,  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  avail  the 
mother-countrj  :  Becaufe  the  people,  for 
their  own  fubfiflence,  iiiufl  of  neceffity  ap- 
ply thcnifelves  to  Farming  and  Manufac- 
tures, and  thereby,  inftead  of  benefiting, 
mull  interfere  with  her  in  many  branches 
of  trade. 

Without  depreciating  our  former  Co- 
lonies, or  detradting  in  the  leafl:  from  their 
real  worth,  it  mud,  however,  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  moil  of  them  are  rather  of  the 
laft,  than  of  the  firll  mentioned  kind ;  that, 
excepting  the  Furs  which  we  purchafefroni 
the  natives,  all  our  northern  Colonies  pro- 
duce very  little  ftaple,  and  but  of  fmall  va- 
lue for  Britain^  and  that  all  of  jthem,  ex- 
cept fome  lands  on  the  fouth  parts  of  Ca- 
rolina^ fcarcely  produce  any  but  Tobacco. 
The  lands  of  the  very  befl  of  them,  for  fe- 
\eral  miles  from  the  fea,  are  low,  marfhy, 
hot,  and    therefore   unhealthy  j   and   their 

foil 
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foil,  from  the  Sea  to  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains, is  {hallow,  light,  and  foon  worn  out 
with  culture.  Beyond  thefe  mountains 
to  the  OhiOy  particularly  upon  the  back  of 
our  moft:  foutherly  Colonies,  the  lands  are 
faid-to  be  of  a  more  deep,  ftrong  and  fertile 
foil :  But  thefe  have  never  yet  been  occu- 
pied by  our  people,  nor  could  be,  on  ac- 
count of  the  encroachments  of  the  French^ 
and  the  cruelty  exercifed  by  them  and  the 
natives  in  their  interell,  againft  our  PlanC- 
crs^  for  a  good  many  years  paft. 

So  that,  however  valuable  thefe  our  Co- 
lonies are  (and  that  they  are  of  great  value, 
is  certain)  yet  they  may  be  made  infinitely 
more  fo  to  Britain  as  a  trading  nation,  con- 
joined with,  and  by  a  proper  improvement 
of  our  new  accquifition.  For,  if  the  Settle- 
ments here  propofcd  were  made,  our  old  Co- 
lonies would  fee  it  their  interelt,  to  extend 
their  Plantations,  each  within  their  refpec 
five  limits,  to  the  MiJJifippi  and  Ohio,  as  far 
as  the  Forks.  This  they  would  be  encou- 
raged to  do,  from  the  motives  of  gain,  fafe- 
ty,    undiflurbcd  pofTeflionj   ihc  profped  of 

improving 
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improving  their  lands  at  pleafure  and  to  the 
belt  purpofes,  with  the  convenience  of  Na- 
vigation, whether  for  Export  or  Import, 
by  the  rivers  that  run  from  the  Apilachian 
mountains  into  the  Oh\o^  by  the  Ohio  itfelf, 
and  the  Mijftfipp,  Thus  the  old  Colonies 
and  the  new  one  propofcd,  might  be  joined 
before  many  years,  to  their  unfpeakaWe 
mutual  help  and  intereft. 

Besides  this  and  other  advantages, 
arifing  from  its  contiguity  to  our  other  Co- 
lonies, this  extenfive  pleafant  country,  of 
which  very  little  hitherto  hath  ever  been 
opened,  could  nor  be  expe^fted  to  wear 
out  by  culture  ;  and  is  of  fo  deep  and  rich 
a  foil,  that,  upon  proper  improvement,  it 
would  yield,  not  only  all  things  neceflary 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants, 
tho*  feveral  millions  in  number,  but  pro- 
duce llaple  commodities  for  the  Mother- 
country,  in  far  greater  plenty  and  variety, 
and  of  far  more  value,  than  all  of  that 
Continent  we  ever  were  poflelTed  of  be- 
fore. 

The 
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The  foiith  part  of  it,  for  about  30 
or  40  miles  from  the  Sea-fliore,  tho'  by 
far  the  moft  barren  of  all  the  country,  is 
ftored  with  plenty  of  the  fineft  Pines, 
Cedar,  Cyprefs,  ever -green  Oaks,  i^c,  of 
which  large  navies  might  be  built  at 
fmall  expe'nce.  Care  and  pains  in  drain- 
ing the  fwamps  and  clearing  the  ground 
in  that  low  part  of  the  country,  as  the 
French  do  in  Nezv -Orleans^  would  render 
it  far  more  healthy,  and  fit  to  produce  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  Rice,  and  other  va- 
luable produdlions. 

From  thence  to  the  Forks^  about  8  or 
900  miles,  the  country,  we  are  told,  is 
healthful,  and  the  foil  exceeding  fertile,  the 
lands  being  of  a  rich  black  mould,  three 
feet  deep  in  the  hills,  and  much  deeper 
in  the  bottoms,  with  a  ftrong  clayey  foun- 
dation ;  producing  all  kinds  of  provifions 
and  efculent  plants,  with  little  or  no  care 
or  labour,  and  aknoft  without  culture. 
The  lands  are  dry,  hilly,  and  in  fome  parts 
mountainous,  which  greatly  [refrefhes  and 
cools  the  air  over  the  whole  country,   and 

renders 
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renders  the  climate  extremely  healthful. 
This  account  we  have  from  a  hiftory  of 
that  country  lately  publiflied,  written  by  a 
Frenchman^  who  refided  a  good  many  years 
there.     He  fays  further,—'  The  air  is  per- 

*  fedly  good  there  ;  the  blood  is  pure;    the 

*  people  are  healthy j  fubjecl  to  few  difeafes 
'  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  without  decrc* 
'  pitude  in  old  age;  which  they  carry  to  a 
'  farther   length    than   in  France.       People 

*  live  to  a  long  and  agreeable  old  age  in 
'  Louiftana,  if  they  are  but  fober  and  tern- 
'  perate."  When  the  French,  who  have 
been  in  pofleflion  of  this  country  upwards 
of  half  a  century,  own  and  publiih  this-, — 
we  may  believe  the  acknowledgment  ; 
And  the  rather,  as  fome  of  our  own  people, 
who  had  been  fent  by  the  Government  of 
Virginia  about  20  years  ago,  after  going 
down  the  Ohio  and  Mijjifippi  to  New  Or- 
leans^ reported,  *  that  they  faw  more  good 
»  land  on   the  Mijfififpi^  jA\^n  they  judged 

*  to  be  in  all  the  Englijh  Colonies  fo  far  as 
'  they  were  inhabited.'  Thus  we  have 
fufficient   evidence,    that   this   is  a  fertile, 
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healthy  fine  country  in  general,  and  .what 
claims  our  higheft  attention  to  occupy  and 
fecure. 

But  {till, that  part  of  the  Coun- 
try upon  the  MiUifippi^  from  the  Ohio  to 
the  Illinois  river,  feeins  to  be  the  moft  fer- 
tile, healthful,  inviting  and  encouraging  of 
all,  and  the  mod  neceflary  place  to  us  for 
a  Colony,  of  any  in  North- America  ;  being 
as  it  were  intended  by  nature,  and  adapted 
by  its  convenient  fituation  in  the  very 
heart  and  centre  of  the  country,  to  be  the 
key  of  all  the  inland  parts,  and  to  com- 
mand the  whole  of  that  vaft  continent. 
So  very  pleafant  and  delightful  did  the 
country  upon  the  north -weft  of  the  Ohio 
appear  to  the  French^  that  they  called  this 
the  Fair  River.  Such  is  the  mildnefs  of 
the  air,  confequently  healthfulnefs  of  that 
climate,  luch  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  many 
pleafant  extenfive  vallies  interfperfed  thro'- 
out  the  whole  country,  among  the  nume- 
rous rivers  whereby  it  is  watered ;  in  fhort 
fo  agreeable  and  charming  a  country  is  this, 
fo   abounding   in  both  the  neceflaries   and 

pleafures 
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pleafures  of  life,  that  the  Fnnch  ufu.itly 
called  it,  a  TeneQrial  Paradifc.  The  bet- 
ter fort  of  their  people,  of  both  fexes,  from 
Canada  and  other  parts,  chufed  to  refide 
and  end  their  days  lae,  as  the  moft  pleafanr 
defirable  place  liK'y  had  in  that  ContnKnt. 
Here  they  formed  a  fetticment  and  built 
fome  forts,  to  ciieck  our  fouthern  Colonies, 
and  fecure  their  own  intereft  in  that  im- 
portant  place,  which  they  acknowledge, 
as  they  juftiy  may,  is  one  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  pofts  in  all  Loidfiana,  They  ac- 
knowledge  aHo, that   this    country   is 

very  good  and  fertife:  That  of  the  whole 
Colony  (I'/z.  q'i  Louiftanay  of  which  they 
reckoned  this  a  part)  this  is  the  country  in 
which,  with  the  grcatell:  z^i^c^  they  grow 
Wheat,  "Rye,  and  other  like  grain:  thatL 
turning  the  earth  in  the  Aighteft  m;iniier, 
is  fufficient  culture  to  make  it  produce  as 
much  as  can  be  reafonably  defiredj  that 
Tobacco  thrives  there:  that  all  plants 
tranfported  thither  from  France^  fucceed 
well  J  as  do  alfo  the  fruits:  That  there  are 
Mines  of  Silver,  Lead,  and  Iron  there: 
And  that  in  the  country  north  of  the  lilt- 
,    C  2  noi$. 
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nois.  Mines  are  faid  to  be  in  great  numbers, 
and  very  rich-  What  place  more  encou- 
raging for  a  new  Colony  ! 

Ir  would  make  up  a  volume,  to  men- 
tion, at  any  tolerable  length,  the  produc- 
tions, already  known  of  this  whole  Coun- 
try, with  their  ufes  and  advantages.  And 
it  is  more  than  probable,  there  are  many, 
efpecially  of  the  vegetabk  kind,  that  have 
not  yet  fallen  under  the  notice  of  Europe- 
ans, It  would  be  both  tedious  and  fuper- 
fluous  to  enumerate  the  many  forts  of 
Grain,  Fruic5,  Roots,  Plants,  Beads  and 
Fowl,  wild  and  tame,  Fiflies,  i^c.  which 
are  thrre  in  the  greateft  variety  and  abun- 
dance. 

As  to  Produdions  for  Commerce \~r* 
Hemp,  Flax,  Silk,  Cotton,  Cochineal,  Oil, 
Raifins,  Currants,  Almonds,  Oranges,  Ci- 
trons, Walnuts,  Chefnuts,  Prunes,  Potafii, 
Indigo,  Rice,  Copper,  Iron,  Pitch,  Tar,  Ro- 
fin,  Saltpetre,  Sweet-gum,  Wax,  Safafras, 
Salfaparilla,  ^c.  befides  innumerable  ma- 
terials for  Medicine  and  Dyeing,  might 
all  be  had  from  thejice,  and  in  great  plen- 
ty- 
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ty.  In  Ihorr,  of  the  numerous  aiiiclcs 
of  Con-iuierce  from  this  large,  fruitful 
Country,  ibefe which  by  nature  are^  with 
ihefe  that,  if  tranfported  thither  from  other 
places  of  fimilar  Climate  and  Soil,  by  artifi- 
cial culture  might  be  produced, — may  jultly 
be  fuppofed  of  fuch  variety,  quantity  and 
value,  us,  when  purchafed  with  our  manu- 
fadures,  would-  enable  us  to  keep  in  our 
pockets  fome  millions  of  our  Treafure, 
which,  for  thefe  very  Commodities,  we 
yearly  give  out  to  other  Nations ;  befides 
iramenfe  profits  that  we  might  draw  from 
foreign  parts,  for  fuch  of  thefe  Commodi- 
ties as  would  exceed  our  home  Confump- 
tion.  If,  for  inftance,  we  pay,  as  it  is  ac- 
knowledged we  do,  near  two  millions 
Sterling  yearly  to  other  Nations,  for  thefs 
MBi  neceflary  articles  oi^Hemp  and  Flax^/\''f^^ 
which  may  be  mSmk  in  this  Country,  and 
that  in  the  greateft  plenty  ;  what  vaft  pro- 
fits would  arife  from  the  whole  of  the  a* 
bove  Lirt  ?  And,  befides  our  own  favings 
and  acflual  profits,  what  Rcfources  of  trea* 
fure,  which  hirhcrto  we  have  furniflicd. 
C  3  our 
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our  Enemies  with,  would  thereby  be  cut 
off?  The  writer  of  the  above  mentioned 
Hiftory  fays  of  this  Country, — "  That 
"  whatever  way  one  walks  from  the  Sea- 
*'  coafl  for  500  leagues  northwards,  he 
"  cannot  proceed  100  ileps  without  meet- 
"  ing  with  a  Vine.'*  Is  there  not  good 
reafon,  then,  to  exped,  that  IVine^  and  the 
other  produces  of  the  Grape,  which  we 
purchafe  from  Enemies  with  great  fums  of 
money,  might,  by  proper  cultivation  and 
care,  be  had  from  thence  ;  perhaps  fuffi- 
cient,  before  many  years,  to  anfwer  the 
mofl,  if  not  the  whole,  of  our  home  con* 
fumpt  ? 

From  what  hath  been  obferved  of 
ibis  Country,  comparatively  with  our  Co- 
lonies fo  far^yet  fettled,  it  plainly  appears 
to  have  very  much  the  preference  in  ex- 
tent, fruitfulncfs,  as  alfo  J.n  quantity,  va- 
riety, and  value  of  Produdions,  and  in  e. 
very  other  refpe(fl,  except  nearnefs  to  the 
Sea.  But  making  the  Settlements  here 
propofed,  would  entirely  remove  this  ob- 
iedion,  if  any  Ihould  think  it  one  ;    Be- 
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caufe,  hereby  would  be  fecured  to  us,  the 
navigation  of  the  Rivers  in  thefe  inland 
parts  of  the  Country,  particularly  the  O- 
hio  and  Mijfftppi.  This  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  us,  and  vi^hat  the  very  Be- 
ing of  our  American  Colonies  depends  up- 
on ;  and  which,  if  thefe  Settlements  fhall 
be  negledled  a  few  years,  the  French  will 
leave  no  means  unattempted  to  wrell  from 
us.  In  which  event,  all  the  Lands  to  the 
north-weft  of  the  Apalachian  mountains 
would  be  ufelefs  to  Britain^  and  might  be 
given  up  at  once;  and  the  reft  alfo  would 
fall  of  courfe,  unlefs  the  perfidious  Inva- 
ders (hould  again  be  driven  our,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  feveral  millions  of  our  Treafure, 
and  the  Blood  of  many  of  our  innocent 
Countrymen. 

BESIDES  what  hath  been  faid  from  the 
topic  of  fecur'tng  againft  Fremh  encroach' 
mentSy  another  confideration  feems  equally 
to  claim  our  attention.  Of  the  two  moft 
ufual  means  of  aggrandizing  a  Nation, 
Ccnqueji  and  Trade^  the  French  have  of  late, 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  might,    attempted, 

by 
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by  the  Jirfi,  to  raife  thenifelves  and  hum- 
bis  us :  But  fthank  God)  have  come  off 
entirely  drfappoiiited.  Their  boundlefs 
Ambition,  which  would  be  fatisfted  with 
no  lefs  than  the  whole  of  North- America^ 
hath  tended  doubly  to  their  own  lofs.  For,  in 
ihtfirjl  place, —while,  intoxicated  with  the 
views  of  Conqueil  and  Territory,  ihcy 
difpofed  of  what  people  they  had  in  that 
Continent,  fparfeiy,  throughout  thefe  ex- 
tenfive  Countries  which  they  called  Loui- 
fiana  arrd  Canada^  and  in  the  inland  parts 
upon  the  back  of  our  Colonics,  in  order 
to  facilitate  their  encroaching  Dcfigns; 
they  neglcded  the  Imprcuement  of  the 
whole,  at  leaft  of  the  very  bed  Lands  in 
all  their  Colonies.  Again,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  War,  which  their  continued  infuffer-* 
able  Ufurpations  and  repeated  Infults  had 
rendered  unavoidable,  fo  great  were  their 
LoJGTcs,  nctwichftanding  their  formidable 
confederacy  with  the  mightieft  Powers  of 

Europe,* and  fuch   our   fuccefs,  by  the 

remarkable  affiilance  of  the  God  of  Armies, 
maintaining  the  juftice  of  our  Caufc  3  that 

thefe 
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ihefc  boaiting  Invaders,  btfides  rencutjcing 
all  tkeir  Ufurpaticns^  were  obliged  to.  cede 
to  us  immcnfe  territory^  which,  otherwifc, 
they  might  have  poficllcd  and  improved  at 
llicir  plcafwre. 

If  difappointment  of  their  liopes  with 
refpeift  lo  American  Empire,  and.  their  late 
great  iofs  of  Men,  Ships  and  Territory, 
ihall  cure  tliem  for  fome  years  of  their  ufual 
itch  of  war^  and  make  them  difcontinue 
their  old  ufurping  pra<5tice  ;  a  Superiority 
in  Trade  will  be  the  next  object  of  their  in* 
curable  ambition,  and  what  they  will  ilrain 
every  nerve  to  make  good. 

Upon  comparing  circumftances,  ours  ' 
and  theirs,  in  that  Continent,  there  feems 
to  be  more  reafon  to  apprehend  their  Ri- 
valfhip  in  this,  for  fome  years  at  lealf,  than 
in  war.  Befides  the  llland  and  Fort  of  I^ew- 
Orleans^  they  are  yet  pofTelTed  of  vail  ter- 
ritory on  the  weft  of  the  Mifffippi ;  the 
South  part  ol  which,  from  that  river  to  2^ 
mountains  of  Neiv-Mexico  weftward,  and 
from  the  Sea  to  about  fix  Degrees  north- 
ward,   we   are   told,  is    one    entire    level 

champaign 
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champaign  Country,  as  large  as  bot-fe 
France  and  Spain  together  5  exceeding 
fruitful;  and  alone  fufEcient  to  fupply  the 
World  with  the  prodadions  of  I^orth  Ame- 
rica \  being  fertile  in  every  thing,  both  in 
Land  and  Metals  j  and  watered  by  feveral 
J.irge  navigable  rivers  that  fpread  over  the 
whole  country.  Upon  fuppofition,  then, 
of  the  Canadians  and  other  French  fubjecfts 
in  that  Continent,  their  fettling  in  the  mod 
convenient  parts  of  that  fine  extenfive 
Country,  it  may  be  expeded  they  vi'ill,  by 
cultivating  it  with  care  and  diligence,  endea- 
vour to  obtain  by  the  Improvement  of  Trade^ 
that  advantage  and  fuperiority,  vi'hich  they 
could  not  by  their  Martial  Efforts. 

From  the  fruitfulnefs  of  thefe  frefn  virgin 
lands,  and  two  or  three  months  more  of 
fummer  feafon  in  Lcuifiana  than  in  our  old 
Colonies,  which,  fo  far  as  hitherto  occu- 
pied, are  now  much  worn  out,  they  can 
in  one  year  make  two  or  three  crops  of 
Tobacco^  for  inftance,  upon  the  fame  ground, 
as  eafily  as  we  can  make  one,  and  in  far 
greater  plenty  too,   according  to  the  f^pe- 

rior 
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rior  fertility  of  foil.  And  if  the  Tobacco 
they  ufed  to  make  in  this  country,  is  of 
fiich  value  as  they  give  our,  they  may  by 
the  improvement  that  country  is  capable 
of,  as  effectually  outdo  us,  after  fome 
years,  in  that  article,  the  only  one  we  have 
hitherto  kept  entire  to  ourfelves,  as  they 
have  already  done  in  that  of  the  Sugar. 

But  while  we  have  ten  or  twelve  times, 
if  not  more,  the  number  of  people  that  they 
yet  have,  in  that  Continent,  and  a  country 
much  of  the  fame  latitude  and  nature  with 
theirs  j  it  is  in  our  fewer,  and  Ihould  be 
our  endeavour,  both  to  fecure  this  valuable 
acquifition  againft  Encroachments-,  and,  by 
a  proper  timeous  improvement  of  it,  lopre- 
vent  our  Rivals,  as  much  as  we  can,  of  fu- 
perior  commercial  advantages  :  Both  which 
neceffary  ends,  it  is  prefumed,  the  propofed 
fettlements  would  anfwer. 

In  this  argument  from  Trade^  it  is  fuppo- 
fed  that  the  French  will  be  pacific,  and  be- 
have {lrt<3:ly  conform  to  treaty.  But  their 
fpeedy  endeavours  to  reftorc  their  Marine  ; 
the  freedoms  they  are  /aid  to  be  already  u« 

fing 
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fing  at  Newfoundland ;  the  prefent  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  Indians  (of  which  afterwards) 
no  qneftion  excited  by  French  Jefuits  and 
Prie(ts;  feem  to  indicate,  that  they  are  ra- 
ther difpofed  to  continue  their  former  tur- 
bulent pracflices,  than  to  maintain  peace 
and  good  neighbourhood.  This  makes  it 
Hill  more  neceffary  for  us,  to  be  upon  our 
guard. 

We  are  told  in  the  public  News-Papers, 
20th  July  laft,    '  that   according  to  advices 

*  from  France,  they  were  doing  all  in  their 
'  power  to  eftablifh  their  Colonies  in  Jme- 
'  rica  upon  a  firm  foundation,    and  expeded 

*  60  or  70,000  Inhabitants  from  Canada  to 

*  fettle  2it  New- Orleans  and  on  the  weft  fide 

*  of  the  MiJPJippi'*  No  queftion  this  is  their 
defign,  and  what  they  will  fpare  no  pains 
to  efFeduate.  If,  for  the  reafons  before 
hinted,  the  Canadians,  or  greater  part  of 
them,  (ball  go  thither,  as  is  moft  likely, 
they  will  be  of  more  ufe,  both  for  them- 
felves  and  their  Mother-counrry  (in  point 
of  national  profit,  tho'  perhaps  not  fo  well 
anfwering   the  late  projedt  of  Ufurpation 

and 
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and  Conqueft)  in  Louifiana^  than  in  the  cold 
regions  of  Canada.  But  as  the  French  will 
fee  to  avail  themfelves  the  beft  way  they 
can  of  this  laft  return  they  are  to  expevft 
from  that  place,  they  will  take  care  to  dif 
pofe  of  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  in  fuch 
places,  as  (hall  contribute  moft  to  their  fu- 
ture Dcfigns :  And  what  thefc  fhall  be,— 
time  will  difcovcr. 

Suspicions  and  fuppofitions  are  indeed 
no  arguments  ;  but,  fo  far  as  probable,  de- 
fervc  notice.  And  is  it  not  natural  to 
think,  a  confiderable  number  of  thefe  Ca- 
nadians^ and  other  French  from  the  caft- 
fide  of  the  MiJJiJippi^  with  many  others 
from  France^  will  fettle  on  that  river,  op- 
pofite  to  the  country  betwixt  the  Ohio  and 
Illinois?  The  famous  Silver-mines  ot' Mara- 
meg  ;  the  Lead-mines  and  Salt-pits  betwixt 
that  place  and  the  Forks-,  the  acknowled- 
ged Fruitfulncfs  and  Worth  of  that  part 
of  their  country,  ^'c.  may  be  juftly 
reckoned  fuch  powerful  motives  (really,  or 
in  pretence,  the  fame  thing  to  us)  that  one 
can  fcarce  help  thinking,  they  will  not  fet 
D  that 


(    38     ) 

that  place  Tje  long  unoccupied.  But  if  we 
take  this  motive  alfo,  the  ftrongeft  of  ail, 
into  confideration,  viz.  a  Defign, — tho*, 
according  to  their  ufual  way,  abfolutcly 
difowned  till  difcovered  by  an  attempt  to 
execute, — of  feizing  the  country  on  the 
Ohio,  the  grand  objcvft  of  their  ambitious 
views,  and  caufe  of  the  late  war  ;  this 
makes  the  matter  ftill  more  ferious  |and  in- 
terefting  to  us.  For  is  it  not  rational  to 
expeft,  they  would  carefully  ered:  Forts ; 
fecure  the  country  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power ;  cultivate  a  conftant  trade  and  cor- 
refpondence  with,  and,  when  ftrong,  fpirit 
up  againft  us,  the  numerous  nation  of  the 
Illinois  and  other  Indian  tribes,  their  old  ac- 
quaintance ;  whofefirm  alliance  and  friend- 
Ihip  ever  fince  they  knew  thefe  parts,  they 
acknowledge  and  boaft  of?  In  this  event, 
and  if  we  Ihall  be  fo  carelefs  (infatuated 
would  be  a  more  proper  term)  as  to  negled 
fettling  this  important  place :  Let  any 
one  who  refleds  on  the  ufual  behavi- 
our of  that  nation,  and  their  continued 
courfe  of  encroachments  in  that  part  of  the 

world 
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world  for  about  thirty  years  paft,  figute 
to  himfelf,— what  we  might  cxped  from 
fuch  reftlefs,  perfidious,  neighbours,  whom 
no  treaty  ever  bound,  when  their  intereft 
and  convenience  came  in  competition  :  E- 
fpecially  as  fuch  negleft  on  our  part,  would 
encourage  them,  by  the  moft  probable 
views  of  fuccefs  and  impunity,  again  to 
grafp  at  the  valuable  and  long  coveted 
prize  of  North  America, 

Once  more  upon  this  head: —  If  we 
will  advert  to  thefe  two  fadts  mentioned  in 
the  News.pipers  loth  Odt.  That  Frenchmen 
are  fcen  among  the  warring  parties  of  the 
Indians  ;^  and  that  large  quantities  of  va- 
rious forts  of  goods  of  Fr^//^/??  manufadlurc, 
are  conveyed  from  France^  in  veflcls  fenc 
upon  pretence  of  the  filhery,  to  be  diftribu- 
ted  among  the  Indians  and  natives  in  the 
Gulph  of  St,  Lawrence,  and  other  parts  of 
that  coaft-j  it  appears  pretty  evident,  whence 
thefe  our  prefent  diflurbances  by  the  nar 
tives,  have  originally  proceeded,  and  by 
whofe  influence  they  we  maintained. 

D2  To 
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To  raife  up  the  Indians  againfl  us,  and 
in  th^fc  very  parts,  is  one  of  the  bed 
cards  they  can  now  play,  and  very  artfully 
contrived  to  ferve  a  double  end,  both  very 
much  favouring  the  Defign  they  feeni  al- 
ready to  have  in  view.  For,  fuch  a  war, 
they  well  know,  mud  draw  our  attencion 
and  forces  to  thofe  more  barren  northerly 
regions,  and  make  us  negledt  the  far  more 
fertile  and  valuable  countries  upon  the  Miffi- 
fppi2iX\^  Ohio\  while,  in  the  mean  time,  allu- 
ring by  great  encouragements,  their  late  fub- 
J£d:s  from  Canada  and  other  parts,  they  are 
lofing  no  time  to  fettle  l>lew  Orleans.^  and 
Louiftana  tothebeft  advantage.  Which  done, 
—their  numbers  increafcd,— their  country 
fccured, — and  the  Indians  on  that  fide  alfo 
wheedled  over  and  depraved  by  the  conta- 
gion of  their  pernicious  influence  -,  as  much 
mifchicf  may  be  expedled  from  them  in 
fome  future  period,  and  that  perhaps  not 
remote,  as  at  any  time  before  ;  if  not^time- 
oufly,  and  by  fuitable  meafures  on  our  part, 
prevented. 

Thus 
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Thus  far  of  the  expediency,  advantage, 
and  nece/Iity  of  fettling  the  country  upoii  y 
the  Mijtftppij    and  particularly  of  planting 
a  new  Colony  at  the  Forks. 

As    to   the  third  queftion  : — No   doubt 
there  is  difficulty  as  to  the  numbers  of  peo» 
pic  requifitc  for   the  propofed  Settlements. 
But  the  difficulty,  it  is  hoped,  is  not  infur- 
mountable.   That  confiderable  numbers  for 
beginning  a  new  Settlement,    might  be  had 
from  feveral  parts  of  the  Britijh  Dominions^ 
where  they  are  not  fo  ufcfuUy  employed, — 
is  evident ;  And  that   encouraging   terms,, 
with  other  views   of  gain,    would  engage: 
many  to  go  accordingly, — is  equally    cer- 
tain. Wercthefe  fettlcments  once  begun  in 
carneft,  their  numbers,  tho'  fewer  at  firft  than- 
what  might  be  wifhed,  would  foon  incrcafe- 
The  profpedl  of  gain   in   a  country  fo   far 
preferable  in  every  refpedl,  would   engage 
fpare  hands  from  the  northern  Colonies,   to 
fettle  either  at  the  Fvrks^  or  in  other  pla^ 
ces  betwixt  that  and  the  Sea,  where  found 
raoft  neceflary  and  convenient. 

The; 
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-  Th  e  harbours  from  Georgia  to  New  Or- 
leans, particularly  at  St.  u^uguftin  and  Pen- 
facola  ;   the  towns    already   built,  and    the 
convenience  of  carrying  on  trade  along  that 
whole  coaft  -,  the  improvements  and  culti- 
vation of  lands  already  made  in  thefe  parts 
by  the  Fr^wc/??  and   Spaniards  ]  \v\\\   contri- 
bute much  to   the   fpeedy  fettleraent   and 
peopling   of  Eaji   and  Weft  Florida  ^    Hill 
more  fo,  if  a  confiderable   number  of  the 
old  inhabitants  fhall   continue  in  their    ha- 
bitations.— The   Colonies  of  Georgia   and 
the  Carolinas^  from  the  motives  of  intcreft 
and  fafety,    will,   no  doubt,   take   care   to 
extend  their  fettlemcnts,  within   their   re- 
fpev^ive  bounds,  towards  the  Mijfjfippi.    All 
this  may  be  done  with  no  charge  to  the  mo- 
ther-country. 

Towards  fettling  the  new  Colony  pro- 
pofed,  which  fcems  to  be  more  material, 
and  therefore  to  claim  greater  notice  ;  it 
were  to  be  wifhed,  the  Government  would 
give  good  encouragement.  For,  in  pro- 
portion to  this,  undeniably,  would  be  the 
Bumber  of  adventurers  at  firft  j  their  fu- 
ture 
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ture  increafe  of  people,  whether  by  in- 
comers, or  in  the  ufual  way  of  population  v 
and,  confequently,  their  profpcrity,  wealth, 
ufefulnefs,  ^c.  What  encouragemcnc  iii- 
particular  fliould  be  given, —  thefe  who  are 
proper  judges  in  fuch  matters,  would  deter- 
mine, according  to  the  importance  and 
public  utility  of  the  defign.  Befides,  fome 
prefent  advance,  as  is  ufual,  for  helping 
the  new  planters  to  a  ftock  of  cattle,  furni- 
ture, utenfils,  and  other  nccefTarieSj —  afa:- 
vourable  eafy  tenure  of  lands ;  a  fet  of  well 
contrived  good  rules  with  refpedl  to  their 
conftitution,  polity,  oeconomy  and  order  j 
wife  prudent  Governors,  and  a  fufficient 
number  of  able  approven  Clergymen  and 
teachers,  (ffr.  would  be  of  the  utmofl  con- 
fequence  to  their  future  welfare  and  pro- 
fperity. 

But  more  particularly ;— Of  our  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  lately  difmiffcd  without  provi^ 
fion  or  encouraging  profped  of  bufinefs, 
many,  'tis  to  be  feared,  will  rather  become 
beggars,  loofe  idle  vagrants,  or  even  worfe, 
than  re-apply  themfelves  to  labour,   after 

fo 
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fo  many  years  difuetude.  Immediately 
upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  fcarce 
any  one  thing  feenied  to  have  a  preferable 
claim  to  the  attention  of  the  Government, 

than    thefe   two-, providing  for   thofe 

brave  fellows  by  whofe  intrepidity  and  va- 
lour fo  much  Glory  and  Conqueft  had  been 

obtained  to  the  Nation  j and  fettHng 

fome  of  the  mofi-  important  parts  of  the 
fine  Country  acquir'd.     It  is  indeed  hard 
to  fay,  in  which  of  thefe  two  the   negled 
was  moft  furprifmg.     The  infeparable  con- 
nedion,and  numerous  advantages  of    both, 
are  obvious.     Juftice,  Gratitude,  and  Hu- 
manity, required  the  one  ;  Intereft  and  Ne- 
ceflity,  the  other.     But  as  it  is  not  yet  too 
late,  numbers  of   thefe  our   Countrymen, 
who  fo  highly  merit  the  thanks  of  the  Na- 
tion, might   be  fent  thither,  and  fupplied 
with  lands,  upon  the  condition  of  military 
fervicc  when  wanted,  as  a  reward  of  their 
extraordinary  bravery  and  the  duty  they 
faithfully  did  their  King  and  Country   du- 
ring the  late  war.     Thefe  would  be  moft 
fuitable  for  a  new  Colony,  and  this  as  ad- 
vantageous 
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/antageous  a  difpofal  of  them,  both  for 
thcmfelves  and  the  publick,  as  any  other 
yet  propofed. 

Men  of  the  fevcral  necejfTary  Crafts  alfa, 
fuch  as  Mafons,  Carpenters,  Joiners,  Brick- 
layers, i^c.  would  be  requifire  :  And  ac- 
cording to  what  hiftory  we  have  of  that 
Country,  a  company  of  Miners,  at  leaft 
after  a  iew  years,  might  turn  out  to  very 
good  account. 

Again, It  is   undeniable    in    fa(5t, 

whatever  may  be  the  caufe  or  caufes,  that 
there  are  in  many  parts  of  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, great  numbers  of  Hou (holders,  fuch 
as  reduced  Farmers,  Cottagers,  and  others, 
in  very  low  circumftances ;  who,  by  all 
their  labour  and  induftry,  can  fcarcely 
fcrape^together  a  forryfubfillence  for  thcm- 
felves and  needy  families.  Thefe,  bred  up. 
to  no  mechanical  employment,  and  having 
no  profpedl  at  home  but  continued  poverty, 
would,  many  of  them,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
embrace  with  chearfulnefs  an  opportunity 
of  going   to  fettle  in   a  Country,   where 

theii 
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their  labour  would  yield  them  plenty  and 
affluence- 

Ldftly^ It   may   be  fnppofed,   there 

are  many  throughout  Britain  and  Ireland 
pining  in  Jails,  unable  to  do  good  to  them- 
felves  or  others,  while  in  that  forry  (itua- 
tion.  Befides  the  publick-good,  would  it 
not  be  an  act  of  humanity,  to  fend  thither 
all  that  arc  confined  for  Debt,  whofe  cha- 
radlers  are  otherways  fair  and  unblemifliedl 
would  the  z€t  of  Royal  mercy,  foon  ex* 
pedled,  be  one  whit  tarnilhcd,  by  annex- 
ing to  the  liberation  of  fuch,,  a  condi- 
tion of  being  removed  from,  a  Country 
where  they  could  expert  nothi-ng  but  ftrai- 
tened  circumflances  and  difregard,  to  where 
they  might  have,  not  only  a  comfortable 
Subfifleuce,  but  probably  of  wealth  and 
opulence  in  a  few  years? 

To  ftrcngthen  their  hands,  and  as  a 
mutual  fecurity  and  help  both  to  this  and 
the  adjacent  Settlements,  the  Colonies  of 
Virginia  and  Penfylvania^  but  chiefly  the 
firlt,  might,  upon  recommendation  from 
the   Government,    and  no  doubt,  would, 

upoa 
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upon  the  profpeft  of  Intereft,  fend  people, 
according  to  their  own  plan  and  defign. 
about  20  years  ago,  to  fettle  in  the  Lands 
adjoining  the  South-eaft  of  the  Ohio,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Bound  above- propofed  ; 
who  might  extend  their  Plantations  South- 
eaft  within  their  refpedlive  Limits,  while 
the  new  Colony  extended  theirs  along  the 
Ohio  and  Mijpjippit  as  their  people  fliould 
increafe. 

As  a  Colony  in  this  important  place 
would  be  of  incomparably  more  advan- 
tage to  the  Mother-country,  as  well  as  to 
the  other  Colonies,  than  Nova  Stotta,  to 
fettle  which,  the  Nation,  for  fome  years 
palt,  hath  been  at  confidcrable  charges; 
to  negledl  fuch  a  valuable  purpofe,  there- 
fore, on  account  of  what  expences  might 
be  ncceflary  to  effeduate  it,  would  be  an 
imprudent,  ill-judged  parfimony.  A  com- 
petent fum  beitowed  upon  it,  and  properly 
applied,  under  the  direiSion  of  Gentlemen 
of  probity,  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 
like  the  feed  fown  on  good  ground,  would 
foon  produce  an  hundred-fold. 

For 
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For.  the  fame  reafon,  we  fhould  not 
grudge  fending  thither  a  few  thoufands  of 
people,  of  the  forts  before  named.  The 
extent  and  worth  of  this  our  new  acqui- 
fition  ;  the  danger  that  we  1iave  reafon  to 
apprehend  from  reftlcfs  infidious  Neigh- 
bours, in  cafe  of  negledling  it;  with  the 
expediency  and  advantage  of  fecuring 
that  Country,  particularly,  where  the  new 
Colony  is  propofed,  make  this  necefTary ; 
and  in  all  appearance  but  for  once.  For, 
fuch  a  number  being  fixed  there  as  encou- 
raging terms  would  procure,  befides  num- 
bers of  ftrangers  that  fo  fine  a  Country 
could  not  fail  yearly  to  allure  thither,  ha- 
ving moil  fertile  ground  to  occupy  at  plea- 
fure,  and  the  necelTaries  of  life  in  great  a- 
bundance,  and  produced  by  little  labour  •, 
would  marry  in  their  early  years :  Where- 
by, together  with  the  healthfulnefs  of  the 
Climate,  they  could  not,  humanly  fpeak- 
ing,  but  increafe  and  multiply  as  much  as 
any  Colony  could  be  expeaed.  And  it 
is  obferved,  that  in  our  American  Colonies 
the  number  of  Inhabitants  is  doubled  in  25 

years 
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yean,  exclufive  of  Incomers.  According 
lo  which  calculation,  Britain,  one  Century 
hence,  would  have  fixteen  times  the  num- 
ber of  Subjects  in.  y^/;;mV^  that  arc  there 
at  prefent,  bcfides  all  Strangers,  with  their 
proportional  increafe. 

Some  alTiftance  therefore  of  people  and 
money  being  beftowed  upon  this  one,  ur- 
gent, ufeful  and  neceffary  defign,  which 
can  neither  be  neglected  nor  delayed  with 
fafety,  it  is  not  likely  there  would  be  any 
demand  of  this  nature  afterwards.  For, 
thefe  pKices  being  thus  fecurcd,  our  Colo- 
nies, enjoying  peace  and  quier,  would  fo 
profper  and  multiply,  that  they  would  be 
able  to  repel  any  force  or  injury  attempted 
by  whatever  afiailants  on  that  Continent, 
without  putting  the  Mother-country  to  the 
great  trouble  and  charges  of  fending  thither 
Armies,  Artillery,  ^c.  as  in  the  lall  War. 
Moreover,  irrproportion  to  the  increafe  ot 
people,  and  improvement  of  land  in  thefc 
parts,  would  be  the  demand  for  Brihfit 
Goods,  to  the  great  encour^^gement  of  our 
E  Minufaclures 
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Manuf45l:ures,  the  increafe  of  trade  and  na- 
vigation, and  of  the  national  revenue. 

The  new  Colony,  and  the  Bound  a- 
bove  propofed,  afcertaining  the  limits  be- 
twixt it  and  the  other  Colonies,  could  be 
no  injury  to  them.  They  would  have 
more  land  befides  than  they  couid  fully 
fettle  in  a   great  many  years.     For  which 

reafon, propofing  to  fettle  that  country, 

by  extending  the  limits  of  our  old  Colonies 
that  way,  or  by  two  or  more  new  ones  at 
firft,  inftead  of  anfwering,  would,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  entirely  defeat  the  excellent  ends 
propofed.  For  it  is  notour  fad,  that  not 
only  a  careleflhefs  in  general,  but  a  jealou- 
fy  of  one  another's  profperity  prevails  a- 
mong  our  Colonies.  As  a  proof  of  this,-- 
the  greateft  dangers  lately  hanging  over 
ail  their  heads,  was  for  feveral  years  infuf- 
ficient  to  make  them  enter  into  any  aflbcia- 
tion,  or  to  unite  them  in  any" public  meafure 
for  their  common  fafety.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
expedled,  that  they  would,  in  this  cafe,  do 
any  thing  jointly  or  to  purpofe,  for  the  ef- 
fcdual  fecurity  of  that  country,   nor  build 

forts 
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forts  in  proper  time,  if  at  all,  needful  fou 
that  end. 

But  a  confiderable  body  of  people  fet- 
tled there,  in  one  community,  having  one 
Governor,  one  law,  one  council,  and  one 
common  intereftj  gathering  additional- 
ftrength  by  the  yearly  acceflion  of  ftran- 
gers,  that,  for  the  above  reafons,  would 
flock  to  if,  whether  from  the  other  Colo- 
nies, or  from  whatever  Proteflant  Coun- 
tries ;  would  in  proper  time  become  fo 
powerful,  as  fully  to  anfwer  all  the  falutary 
ends  already  named.  Afterwards,  when 
become  populous,  ftrong,  and  its  limits  ex- 
tended, it  might,  as  has  been  done  with 
fome  of  our  Colonies  formerly,  be  divided 
into  two  or  more,  as  convenience  or  rea? 
fons  of,ilate  fliould  require. 

The  objeftion, *  That  in  a  Colo- 

'  ny  fo  remote  from  the  fea,  there  would  be 
'  little  or  no  confumpt  of  Britifi)  goods, 
*  rendered  dear  by  the  neceffary  charges  of 

Mand -carriage,' is   frivolous.      For 

common  fenfe  and  experience  didlate,  that 
the  trade  of  every  country  mud  be  in  pro- 

ponioiL 
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portion  to  the  quantity  and  value  of  its 
ftaple  commodities  :  And  that,  if  the  pro- 
dudions  of  a  country  find  their  way  out  of 
it,  the  manufadures  of  the  country  to  which 
they  go,  wiJl  certainly  find  rheir  way  into 
it.  We  are  affured  by  thofe  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  that  country,  fuch  as  the 
ingenious  Dr  Franklyn^  that  goods  may  be 
conveyed  in  boats  or  canoes,  to  and  from 
the  mod  inland  parts  of  it,  by  great  navi- 
gable rivers  and  frefh- water  lakes  commu- 
nicating one  with  another,  very  fmall  por- 
tages here  and  there  excepted.  Much  more 
now  mud  that  be  the  cafe,  when  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Miffifippi  is  free  to  us,  and 
the  whole  country,  with  the  rivers  and 
lakes  on  theeaft  of  if,  are  our  own.  Such 
additional  charges,  therefore,  mud  be  in-. 
confider?.ble. 

If  it  fliall  be  allcdged,  as  an  objedion, — 
'  That  fome  or  all  of  the  places  propofed  to 

*  be   fettled,    are    the  property  of  tlie  In- 

*  dians^' It  is  anfwered, Suppo- 
sing the  fadt,  what  then?  So  was  once  that 
whole  Continent,     Nothing  is  known    to 

hiniir 
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hinder  our  purchafing  from  the  natives,  as 
hitherto,  whatever  lands  we  have  occafion 
for,  and  that  at  an  eafy  rate.     But  the  ob- 
jeaion   is   not  fad.     For  whatever   lands 
the  French  pofreffed  on  the  eaft  of  the  Mijfi- 
Jippi,  except  New  Orleans,  is  now  by  treaty,. 
as  much  our   right  and  property,   as  any 
part  of  that  Continent.     And  befides  the 
extenfive  country  on  the  eaft  of  the  Mitfi- 
ftppi  from   the   fea   northwards,   they   had 
Forts  and  fettlements  nigh  the  Forks,  where 
the  nevC'  Colony  is  ;propofed.     Further   it 
may  be  obferved,   both    from  the   hiftory 
and  maps  of  that  country,   that  from   the 
Illinois  river  to  the  fea,  fcarce  any  of  the 
Indian  tribes  have  their  habitation  within  a 
great  many  miles  of  the  MiJJifipp'^  which,, 
in  this  cafe,  is  a  very  favourable  encouraging 
circumftance. 

Ftom  the  recommencement  of  hoftilities 
upon  ;our  back  Settlements  by  the  Indians,. 
Some  may  perhaps  object,—'  That  a  num- 
*  ber  of  our  people,    though   confiderable,  / 
'  when  fettled  at  a  diftance  from  the  parts^^^/ 
»  occupied  of  our  other  Colonies,  ^ift  might 
E3.  '1^ 


(     54     ) 

*  be  in  danger,  before  theygatheredTufficient 
'  ftrength,  of  being  perpetually  haiaiTed  by 

*  the  Natives,  whom  the  French  would   not 

*  fail    to  inftigate/ The   objedion   is 

as  much  againlt  extending  our  eld  Colonies 
:\s fettling  2i  new  one;  and  amounts  plainly 
to  this, That  we  muft  attempt  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other,  without  the 
permiffion  and  good  leave  of  the  French  and 
Indians :  which  is  abfurd  and  ridiculous. 
But  if  a  new  Colony  where  propofed,  is  ne- 
ceffary  at  'all, fo  far  from  being  de- 
layed, it  ought  to  be  much  ra*her  haften- 
ed,  on  account  of  the  prefent  Indian  infur- 
rcclions.  This  being  fclf-evidenr,  to  fay 
any  thing  in  fupport  of  it,  would  be  altoge- 
ther idle. 

That  the  French  Jefuits  and  Pricfls  are 
concerned  in  thefe  dilturbances,is  fully  con- 
firmed by  accounts  from  thefe  parts.  This 
hath  been  their  ufual  praflice,  even  in  times 
of  profound  peace.  But  whether  thefe  in- 
cendiaries are,  in  this,  ading  by  authority 
from  ih^fFrench  nation,    we   cannot   as  yet 

pofi  lively 
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pofitively  fay :  Though,  from  the  public 
accounts  already  noticed,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  they  have  inflructions,  or  permif- 
fion  at  lead,  from  fome  leading  Perfons  of 
that  faichlen*  Court,  which  countenanced 
proceedings  of  the  fame  nature,  immediate- 
ly after  the  treaty  of  Jix-la-chapejle. 

But  be  this  as  it  will, Shall  Bri- 
tain^ whofe  troops  carried  vitHiory  wherever 
they  advanced  their  Standards  in  that  Coun- 
try during  the  late  war,  and  drove  the  ar- 
mies of  both  French  and  Natives  before 
them,  be  intimidated  by  any  fuch  thing  as 
an  Indian  war,  from  fettling  and  fccurlng 
thefc  acquifitions  that  have  coil  the  Nation 
fo  much?  Ought  we  not  rather,  without  lofs 
of  time,  to  fend  a  refpediible  body  of  regular 
forces,  with  exprefs  orders  to  the  feveral 
Colonics  to  join  them  with  fufficient  num- 
bers of  Provincials,  that  ihefe  infurredicns 
may  be  quelled  by  force,  if  other  means 
(hall  prove  inefFedual  ? 

But  we  are  forry  to  hear,  from  the 
publitk  and  other  accounts,  that  fome  of 
cur  own  people  are  not  blanielcfs.      Some, 

in 
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in  the  frontiers  of  our  Colonies,  where  ge- 
nerally the  mod  worthlefs  perfons  are  to 
be  found,  remote  from  the  notice  and  re- 
flraint  of  Government,  had,  we  are  told, 
lately  polTelTed  themfelves  of  Lands  be- 
longing to  the  natives,  without  purchafe 
or  treaty.  This  encroachment,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  repeated  Remonftrances  of 
the  Natives  and  the  Proclamations  of  the 
Governour  of  the  adjacent  Colony,  could 
not  but  highly  irritate  the  original  propri- 
etors againft  our  people  f  efpecially,  at  fo 
critical  a  lime.  Many  of  our  Colony- 
tpaders  alfo,  intent  upon  Gain,  right  or 
wrong,  fell  them  fpiriruous  Liquors ;  and 
after  making  them  drunk,  cheat,  defraud 
and  over-reach  them  in  bargains.  Is  it  any 
wonder  then,  that  thefe  poor  Indians  when 
cxafperated  to  the  highelt  degree  by  fuch 
injuftice  and  bad  ufage,  endeavour  by 
what  methods  they  can,  to  do  themfelves 
juftice,  and  maintain  their  natural  rights  ? 

Thus  it  is  that  a  parcel  of  Sharpers,  the 
fcandal  and  difgrace  of  our  Colonies,  obfer- 
ving  neither  law  nor  equity,  occalion  ge- 
neral 
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neral  mifchief.  For,  by  thefe  their  fhame- 
fuJ  low  pradices,  they  provoke  the  Indians^ 
who,  if  difcreetly  ufed,  would  keep  trea- 
ties as  flridly  as  we  do  ;  but  when  exafpe- 
rated  by  fuch  glaring  injattice,  are  of  all 
men  the  moft  revengeful  and  cruel. 

The  French^  who  negletfl  no  means  of 
fecuring  their  intereft  and  power  wherever 
they  have  footing,  are  careful  to  gain  the  - 
affection  of  thek  Indians :  And,  according 
to  their  fuperior  dexterity  in  addrefs  and  ci- 
vility of  ufage,  they  are  more  fuccefsful 
than  we,  in  procuring  and  retaining  their 
friendfliip.  They  are  at  the  utmoft  pains, 
by  religious  and  matrimonial  ties,  and  by 
whatever  methods  their  art  and  cunning 
can  fugged,  to  engage  them  firmly  to  their 
intereft;  Whereby  they  manage  them  to 
their  own  mind,  and  find  great  account  in 
fo  doing. 

How  highly  imprudent  and   impolitick, 
therefore,  it  is,    thus  to  injure  and  provoke 
thefe  natives,  may  be  known  from  the  me-    ^ 
lancholy    accounts   from   thefe    parts,    for 
fome  months  pafl.    Thefe  unjuftifiable  pro- 

ceedings 
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cecdings  afford  very  plaufible  arguments  to 
the  French  Jefuits  and  Priefts,  who,  like 
Satan,  whofe  creatures  they  are,  love  to 
fifli  in  muddy  waters,  and  are  ever  ram* 
bling  in  thefe  parts, — to  create  jealoufies 
and  fufpicions  -,  widen  breaches  however 
occafioned  ;  inflame  the  revengeful  fpirits 
of  thefe  cruel  favages,  whom  they  flill  a- 
bufe ;  and  in  fhort,  to  perfuade  them,  that 
our  defign  is,  to  expel  all  the  natives,  and 
take  polTcIIion  of  the  whole  country  :  A 
notion,  with  which  they  feem  to  have 
been  ftrongly  imprelTed  of  late  5  but  by 
whom,   is  no  myllery. 

But,  to  get  free  of  a  vexatious,  fatigu- 
ing, inconvenient  Indian  war,  however 
or  by  whomfoever  raifed,  it  is  to  be  wifh- 
ed,  fome  effecflual  method  were  taken  to 
compromife  the  prefcnt  differences  by  a 
fair  and  equitable  treaty  -^  to  prevent  our 
people,  particularly  the  Colony- traders, 
from  abufing  and  injuring  them  j  to  deal 
fairly,  and  as  much  as  poflible,  maintain  a 
ftrid  inviolable  friendfliip  with  them  •,  to 
execute  the  laws  impartially  againit  thofe 

that 
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that  happen  to 'injure  them;  and,  chiefly, 
to  fearch  out,  with  rewards  for  difcmTry, 
and  make  public  examples  of,  thefc  plagues 
of  fociety,  diilurbers  of  mankind,  and 
conftant  fource  of  mifchief  to  us  in  thefe 
parts,— whatever  Jefuits,  Monks,  Priefls, 
£5?i".xan  be  apprehended  any  where  through- 
out the  whole  country  eaftward  from  the 
Mijfifipli  and  Iberville. 

What  might  be  the  moft  effedtual  way 
of  managing  thefe  Indians,  fo  as  to  have 
lading  peace  and  good  neighbourhood  with 
them  in  time  coming, is  a  very  materi- 
al confideration.  Some  are  of  opinion, 
that,  on  account  of  their  infufferable  re- 
peated treachery,  and  the  infinite  mifchief 
they  have  done  us  for  many  years  pad  ; 
not  only  war,  but  extirpation  of  fome  of 
the  moft  unruly  of  thefe  tribes,  is  neceffary. 
Others, — that  we  ought  to  keep  mulkets 
and  powder  from  them  altogether. 

But  both  thefe  are  liable  to  objedions. 
For,  the  imtnenfe  extent  of  the  country; 
the  large  woods,  rivers,  lakes,  mountains 
and  other  incumbrances  throughout  almoft 

the 
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tlie  whole  of  it  ;  the  Indian  method  of  car- 
rying on  war,  in  fraall  parties,  by  ftolen 
marches,  unexpeded  attacks  upon  our 
fparfe  dcfencelefs  Plantations,  and  fuddenly 
retreating  thro'  woods  impafTable  by  our 
people  ;  cannot  but  render  a  war  with 
them  raoft  difficult  to  U5,  and  extirpation 
next  to  impoffible.  Nor  would  this  me- 
thod,  tho'  eafy  and  adually  pradifed,  be 
found  to  anfwer  the  end.  For,  while  any  • 
of  thefe  tribes  remained,  the  out-parts  of 
our  Settlements  would  flill  be  cxpofed  to 
their  cruelty  and  fury,  and  in  danger  of 
being  perpetually  haraffed.  Neither  could 
we  in  many  years,  people  the  territories 
of  any  of  thefe  Nations  that  might  be  thus 

extirpated.    Befides, .That  of  extirpation^ 

however  agreeable  and  common  to  the 
cruel  Spaniards,  is  a  method  by  which,  it 
is  hoped,  the  humane  generous  Britons  will 
never  chufe  to  extend  iheir  dominions. 

WiTHOLDiNG  gunpowder  and  fire- 
arms from  them,  would  cef  tainly  occafion 
heavy  complaints,  and  exafperate  them  ex- 
ceedingly.     The   French  too,    would    not 

only 
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only  improve  fuch  refufal,  and  reprcTent 
rt  as  a  (Irong  argument,  to  incenfe  the 
whole  tribes  againft  us,  as  keeping  from 
them  the  neceffkry  inflrumencs  of  their 
game,  food,  trade,  and  war  j  but  would 
find  ways  and  means,  while  they  have  any 
interell  in  that  Continent,  to  furnifh  thcni 
with  thefc  implements,  as  much  to  their 
own  advantage  in  trade  and  otherways,  as 
to  our  lofs. 

But  tho'  thefe,  and  other  fach  forcible 
mcafures,  may  be  improper  for  gaining 
over  people  of  fo  cruel  revengeful  temper?, 
as  they  are  in  their  prefent  Pagan  (late  ;  yet 
there  are  certainly  fome  methods,  which, 
if  carefully  purfaed,  would  be  found  effec- 
tual. 

Besides  juftice  in  Jealing,  and  difcrecc 
fair  ufage,  we  ought,  principally,  to  en* 
deavour  civilizing  them.  The  molt  effec- 
tual way  of  accomplifliing  this,   would   be, 

. ufing  all  due  pains  to  teach   them  our 

language, and,  chiefly,    to  inftill   into 

them  the  principles  of  the  true   Religion  : 
F  Which 
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Which  we  have  hitherto  negleded,   equal- 
ly to  oar  ihame  and  lofs. 

The  Spaniards  make  more  ufeful  fubjecls 
and  friends  in  South -^merka^znd  elfewhere, 
by  their  miffionaries  than  by  their  foldiers  v 
and  more  faithful  too  :  For,  of  all  obli- 
gations, thefe  from  Religion  muft  be  the 
moft  firm  and  lafting. 

0>TE  reafon,  among  others^  why  the 
natives  fhew  more  favour,  and  are  more 
firmly  attached  to  the  French  than  to  us,  is 
manifeilly  this:  Becaufe  many  of  them, 
by  the  indefatigable  diligence  of  their 
Priefts,  are  profelyted  to  the  Catholic  faith. 
The  impious  freedoms, indeed, grofs  abfur- 
/iHies  and  blafphemous  proftitution  of  the  moft 
facred  truths,  whereby  the  French  endea- 
vour to  engage  them  to  their  intcreft,  and 
work  up  their  indignation  againft  us,  arc 
fhocking,  and  altogether  unworthy  the 
Chriilian  name.  Befides  their  common 
maxim,  of  keeping  no  faith  or  promifes 
made  to  thofe  differing  from  them  in  reli- 
gion, they  are  at  great  p.ins  to  make  thefe 
Natives  believe  the  moft  abfurd  ftorics  and 

faifehoods, 
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i-airchoods,the  very  naming  of  which  would 
be  difagreeable   to  Chriftian  ears :  Such  as 
-that  our  Saviour  was  a  Frenchman,    and 
the  Engli/li  thofe  that  crucified  him,  ^e  By 
thcfe,   and  other  fcandalous  abufes,    which 
Wly  any  other  Nation  on   earth  would 
dare  to  attempt,   inftead  of  teaching  them 
^ivine    Truth,     they   debauch    and    de- 
prave  them;   make  them  ftilj  more  faith- 
iels,    treacherous  and  cruel;  extinguifh   a- 
ny  notions  of  morality  that    the  light   of 
Nature.'furnifhes ;  and  in  fhort  render  them 
leveji.fold  more  the  children   of  the  Devil 
'^than  before. 

BuTftill,  this  makes  the  duty  more  ne 
"(Taryo,  endeavouring  to  free  thefe  our" 
poor  abufed  felio^v-creatures  and  neigh- 
bours from  the  fatal  impoCtions  of  thefe 
arch.dece.vers,  who,  from  bafe  felfifli 
v.ews,  thus  defy  the  Arm  of  Omnipotence, 
prottitute  Religion,  make  no  fcruple  to  per. 
vert  and  miflead  bythegroffcft  lies  upon 
all  occafions,  and  ruin  the  fouls  of  many 
thoufaiids.  ' 


No: 
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TSIoT  to  mention  the  Honour  of  our  Na- 
tion, King,  Church  and  Government,   and 
other  motives  yet  more  noble  ;   this,    even 
from    political   confiderations,    claims   our. 
fincere  regard.     The   national  advantages^ 
that  would  acrue  to  us  from  thence,    can- 
not be  told.     By  the  light   of  the  Gofpel 
planted  among  thefe  poor  Heathens,  vsrould 
the  ferocity  of  their  tempers  be   removed  ;  - 
their  Lives    and   Manners   polilhed  ;     and 
the  Souls  of  many  faved.     Inftead  of  Jea- 
loufies,   Hatred,   Diffidence,    Infurreaions, 
and  Hoftilitics,  they  would  love  and   reve-  ^ 
rence  us  as  their   fpiritual  Deliverers,   and 
Guides  :  would  be  fond  to  imitate  us  in 
polite    faftiions    and    civilized    manners: 
would   ufe   apparel;     build     and    live   in 
towns  and  villages ;   cultivate  lands ;    and, 
thro'  time,   ftudy  Arts  and  Sciences.     Fi 
nally,  inftead  of  being  idle  wanderers,  they 
would  make  a  great  addition  of  very  ufe- 
ful  Subjects  to  the  Britifi  Empire. 

Then  might  we  expea,  with  much 
more  reafon  than  in  the  prefent  fituation, 
peaceable  neighbourhood  with   them  :  Ju- 
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flice  in  dealings  ;  a  clofe  lading friendfhip  5 
mutual  affedion  and  confidence  ;  and 
their  chearful  ready  afliftance  when  want- 
ed. 

The  moft  efFedual  way  of  obtaining 
and.fecuring  thefe  advantages  by  them,    is, 

• to   inrtruCt    them     carefully  in     the 

Knowledge  of  the  true  God  ;  the  immor- 
tality of  the  Soul;  a  future  State  of  re- 
wards and  puniftiments ;  the  nature,  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  neceflity  of  Truth,  Juftice,  Up- 
rightnefs  and  other  moral  Virtues,  with 
the  turpitude  and  danger  of  their  -contrary 
Vices,   ^c. 

This  would  be  the  moft  glorious  Con- 
quclt  we  ever  made  in  America ;  and  a 
fuitable  [return  of  gratitude  to  our  God, 
who  of  late  gave  us  fo  many  Vidories 
there,  and  fuch  large  Dominions. 

In  cafe  of  attempting  this  worthy  De- 
fign  (and  would  to  God  it  were  attempted) 
we  never  had  fuch  promifing  views  of 
Succefs  as  now.  Fo&,  fuppofing  the  pre- 
fcnt  differences  with  the  Natives  accom- 
modated, and  peace  reftored,  'tis  hoped  we 
F  3  ihall 
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ilxall  take  care  not  to  be  any  more  peftered 
with   the   French  Jefuites,    £sf<r.    in    thefe 

parts. ^ Again,  how  favourable  for  fuch 

a  defign  is   it,  that  a  Prince  of  fuch  emi- 

-nent  Goodnefs,     and   poITefTed  of  all    the 

amiable   Virtues,    now    fills     the    Britijh 

Throne  !  A  Prince, who  would  rejoice 

to  be  the  Inftrument  of  fending  the  Light 
of  God's  Word  to  fo  many  thoufands  of  the 
human  fpecies,  funk  in  the  woeful  darknefs 
of  Heathenifh  Ignorancf.^  or  abufed  by  no- 
minal   Chriftians,"'but  fa^tely    fo    called: 

A  Prince, whofe  principal  aim    is,    the 

Glory  of  God  whom  he  ferves,  and  the 
good   of  Mankind    whom    he   loves ;     A 

Prince, againft     whom     the    wanton 

oppofition  of  felfifli  defigning  Men,  muft 
be  as  wicked  and  odious,  as  his  difinte- 
refted  truly  patriotick  Views  and  endea- 
vours for  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  all 
his  Subjeds,  are  remarkable  :  A  Prince, 
as  well  qualified  as  difpofed  to  bring  us 
to  the  ^ra  of  the  higheit  Glory  and  Feli- 
city that  Britain  ever  enjoyed  ;  if,  turning 
precious  Liberty  into  Licentioufnefs,   and 

abufing 
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abufing  the  greateft  Mercies,  and  moft 
diftinguifhed   privileges    that    any   Nation 

on  earth  is  favoured  with, we  do  not, 

peevifhly,  and  vi'ith  unparalleled  perverfity, 
provoke  Heaven  to  withdraw  the  nume- 
rous Bleflings  now  in  our  offer. 

To  conclude; — Seeing  the  late  war, 
which  was  chearfuliy  gone  into  by  the 
whole  Nation  j  profecuted  by  Meafures  as 
wifely  concerted  as  vigoroufly  executed  j 
maintained  by  a  ft  ady  fiininefs,  and  at 
vaft  expence  j is  at  length  happily  ter- 
minated by  a  peace,  the  mod  advanta- 
geous to  us  of  any  ever  made  betwixt  the 
two  Nations,  and  which,  if  but  as  careful- 
ly improved,  as  its  improvement  is  eafy, 
may  render  Britain  more  glorious,  power- 
ful and  wealthy,  than  in  any  former  period  : 
It  is  hoped,  that  thofe  in  power,  particu- 
larly the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
will  join  our  mofl  excellent,  amiable,  vir- 
tuous, and  'truly  worthy  Sovereign,  and 
ufe  all  proper  methods,  timeoufly  and  ef- 
fcdtually  to  accomplifli  a  matter  of  fuch  im- 
portance and  general  concern :     that   the 

now 
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now  extenfive  Britijb  Dominions,  by  the 
blelTing  of  the  Moft  High,  who  has  done 
fuch  great  and  marvellous  things  for  us, 
may  henceforth  flourifti  and  profper,  under 
the  mild,  aufpicious  and  happy  Reign  of 
His  Majefty  and  of  his  Royal  Defcendents, 
as  the  Guardians  of  Liberty,  and  Defenders 
of  the  true  Religion  in  thefe  our  Realms, 
till  earthly  Kingdoms  and  Dominions  fhall 
be  no  more. 
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